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Abstract, 
BACKGROUND: The aim of this study was to present age-sex standardized prevalence of 
overweight and obesity as well as central obesity and its associated variables in an adult 
population of Iran. 

METHODS: Around 5900 adult individuals aged 15-75 years enrolled to the study from 2009 to 
2011 applying randomized cluster household survey in Kerman, southeastern of Iran. 
Overweight was defined as body mass index (BMI) 25-29.9 kg/m2, obesity was considered as 
BMI ≥ 30 kg/m2, and central obesity was regarded as waist circumference (WC) > 88 cm for 
women and 102 cm for men. 

RESULTS: The overall age-sex standardized prevalence of overweight, obesity and central 
obesity was 29.6% (29.5% men, 29.7% women), 13.0% (9.3% men, 16.9% women) and 14.4% 
(7.5% men, 21.5% women), respectively. “Overweight/obesity” increased by age, [adjusted odds 
ratio (AOR): 7.9 95% confidence interval (CI): 5.8, 10.7)] for 65-75 years old, 11.7 (95% CI: 9, 
15.3) for 55-65 years old, 10.1 (95% CI: 7.8, 13) for 45-54 years old compared with the first age 
group), female gender [AOR: 1.5 (1.3, 1.8); P < 0.001], higher education (AOR > 1.5 compared 
with illiterate individuals; P < 0.001), and low physical activity [AOR: 1.4 (95% CI: 1.1, 1.8);  
P = 0.006] and decreased by smoking [AOR: 0.4 (95% CI: 0.3, 0.6); P < 0.001] and opium using 
[AOR: 0.5 (95% CI: 0.4, 0.7); P < 0.001]. Female gender [AOR: 4.1 (95% CI: 3.3, 5); P < 0.001], 
advanced (AOR > 7 for age groups ≥ 35 years old; P < 0.001) positively, while smoking [AOR: 
0.6 (0.4, 0.8); P = 0.004] negatively were the most significant predictors for abnormal WC. 

CONCLUSION: Our data reveal that overweight and obesity affected almost half of the adult 
population (43.0%), and central obesity was around 15.0%, which reflect the high prevalence of 
this abnormality. In addition, several demographic, social and lifestyle factors were associated 
with obesity. Appropriate interventions and strategies with a concentration of the general 
population are needed to deal with its potential subsequent consequences. 
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Introduction 

Abnormal body mass index (BMI) which can be in 
the forms of overweight and obesity has been one 
of the most health challenges worldwide. Recent 
studies have also indicated the increasing trend of 

overweight and obesity in both developed and 
developing countries.1,2 There is no doubt that 
obesity has been associated with plenty of diseases 
such as type 2 diabetes mellitus (DM), 
cardiovascular diseases, hypertension and cancers.3 
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According to the World Health Organization 
(WHO) report in 2005, approximately 1.6 billion 
people suffered from overweight, and around 400 
million people were clinically obese, although it is 
expected to increase these figures to 2.3 billion 
people and 700 million people, respectively.4-9 

The problem of obesity involved Asian countries 
and the Persian Gulf countries, especially Iran, and 
it becomes one of the top priorities in such 
countries.1,5,6 WHO reported the prevalence of 
obesity and overweight in the Middle East countries 
at 54.2% among women and 31.4% in men which 
annually resulted in 150000 deaths.1 WHO in 2002 
also reported that about 70.0% of all mortalities 
(268000 cases) in Iran resulted from chronic 
diseases, of which overweight and obesity were the 
most significant reasons. The prevalence of 
overweight among Iranian men and women by 
WHO reports were 54.0 and 70.0%, respectively, 
which projected to raise this prevalence to 74.0% 
among women, but constant among men during the 
period of 2005-2015.7 Studies in Iran have also 
proven the projections and numerous researches 
have implied the upward trend of obesity 
prevalence8-10 as well as metabolic syndrome11 in all 
age groups of older than 15 years old. 

Iran, with plentiful differences of sociocultural 
issues in all provinces across the country, and due 
to considerable variations in both lifestyle and 
dietary/nutritional culture in recent years has 
observed a varied pattern of overweight and obesity 
prevalence. Several studies regarding obesity and 
overweight have been performed across the country 
so far, the last and recent one is a systematic 
review12 which compiled different study related to 
overweight and obesity in Iran. However, Kerman, 
Iran, lacks from a population-based study with 
appropriate sample size to show its condition. The 
current study is a part of the first phase of a 
population-based research named Kerman coronary 
artery diseases risk factors studies (KERCADRs) in 
Kerman to determine the prevalence of overweight, 
obesity, and central obesity in an adult population aged 
15-75 years old. 

Materials and Methods 

The first phase of the study known as KERCADRs, 
which is a population-based cohort study, was 
initiated from 2009 to 2011 among 5900 adult 
subjects aged 15-75 years old in Kerman. Using a 
non-proportional to size one-stage cluster sampling 
household survey, the study samples were recruited. 
The methodology of the KERCADRs has been 
published elsewhere in detail.13 The study protocol 

of the study was approved by the Ethics Committee 
of the Kerman University of Medical Sciences 
(Ethic code 88/110KA). An informed consent was 
to participate was given by all subjects’ prior 
participation in the study. 

Interview and measurements 

Interviews were conducted by trained interviewers. 
In addition, a specialist physician evaluated the 
study participants for various coronary artery 
diseases (CAD) risk factors using a standard and 
structural questionnaire. The data were consisted of 
socio-demographic variables such as age and sex, 
and the highest level of achieved education [in three 
categories: illiterate (no attended school), primary to 
high school (grades 1-8), and above high school  
(> grade 8)], the status of the participants in terms 
of cigarette smoking (two categories: currently 
smoking cigarette/non-current or past smoker), and 
their status regarding opium use (three categories: 
non-current or past daily user/occasional as using 
for recreational purposes/and currently consuming 
opium). The level of depression and anxiety was 
assessed using Beck questionnaire. Global Physical 
Activity Questionnaire (GPAQ) and Metabolic 
Equivalents (METs) were used to evaluate the level 
of physical activity in the present study. Hence, the 
total metabolic equivalent time (per minute) was 
computed for the status of the activity in work, 
transport and recreation. Therefore, it was 
categorized into three levels of low, moderate and 
high levels.14 Likewise, the more detailed 
explanations of the selected variables utilized in the 
current study have been already published.13 

Definition of overweight and obesity 

In the process of interviewing and conducting 
clinical examination, three anthropometric 
measurements of height, weight, and waist 
circumference (WC) were also gauged by a standard 
method. Using a tape measure, through measuring 
of waist diameter of the level of the midpoint 
between iliac crest and lower border of tenth rib, 
WC was obtained. WC more than 88 cm for women 
and 102 cm for men were considered as an 
inappropriate measurement. BMI was calculated by 
dividing weight in kg to height in meter squared 
(kg/m2), which was according to the WHO 
standard recommended method.15 Based on the 
WHO definition, BMI was classified into three 
categories of normal (BMI 18.5-24.9 kg/m2), 
overweight (BMI 25-29.9 kg/m2), and obese  
(BMI ≥ 30 kg/m2).16 

Data management and all statistical analyses 
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were conducted using STATA (version 12, 
StataCorp. 2011 College Station, TX: Stata Corp 
LP.). Survey data analysis package was used for the 
analysis of the data collected from this study. Then, 
census statistics of Kerman population in 2006 was 
utilized for age and sex direct standardizations.17 We 
reported weighted prevalence18 for overweight, 
obesity and central obesity. Data were reported as 
relative frequencies along with 95% confidence 
interval (CI). A univariate and multiple logistic 
regression models were performed to determine the 
potential predictors of overweight and obesity, and 
central obesity and then, crude and adjusted odds 
ratio (AOR) were presented. The prevalence of co-
morbidities including type 2 DM, hypertension, 
hypercholesterolemia, hypertriglyceridemia, levels of 
depression and anxiety were also reported.  
P < 0.050 was considered as statistically significant. 

Results 

Overweight, obesity and central obesity 

In total, the age- and sex-standardized the prevalence 
of overweight and obesity was 29.6% (men 29.5% vs. 
women 29.7%; P < 0.001) and 13.0% (men 9.3% vs. 
women 16.9%; P < 0.001), respectively, whereas the 
prevalence of central obesity was 14.4% (men 7.5% vs. 
21.5%; P < 0.001) (Table 1). Overall, a mean BMI was 
25.8 kg/m2 (men 24.8 vs. women 26.7 kg/m2) and 
overall mean WC was 85.5 cm (men 87.4 vs. women 
83.4 cm) (Table 2).  

The overweight prevalence constantly increased 
from 14.9% in young subjects (aged 15-24 years) to 
its highest level at 43.4% among group of 55-64 
years old. Obesity among the first age group was 
5.6% and significantly increased by advanced age 
(24.0% for 45-54, 23.0% for 55-64 and 17.6% for 
65-75 years old; P < 0.001). We also found that 
there was a significant increase in the prevalence of 
central obesity by advanced age; from 3.6% among 
subjects aged 15-24 years to 31.9 and 30.9% among 
elderly adults aged 55-64 and 65-74 years old  
(P < 0.001), respectively (Table 1). Mean BMI from 
22 kg/m2 among 15-24 years old reached to its 
maximum at 27.3 among 45-54 years old and 
decreased to 25.9 among the highest group of age. 
Mean of WC for the first age group was 73.7 cm 
and reached to 90.7 cm among 55-64 years old 
(Table 2). 

Around 40.0% of people in the lowest level of 
education had overweight, which went down to 
28.1% among people in the moderate level of 
education (primary and high school), while it was 
vice versa for obesity prevalence; 5.1% for illiterate 

people and 13.9% for the second category of 
education. The prevalence of central obesity ranged 
from 11.8 to 14.8% in different education groups. 
Cigarette smoker had a lower prevalence of 
overweight while slightly higher prevalence of 
obesity. Central obesity was almost similar among 
smokers (15.4%) and non-smokers (14.9%). In 
regard to those who were addicted to opium, in 
comparison with occasional users, people with no 
using and also dependent users had more prevalence 
of overweight (18.0 vs. 30.2% and 26.4%) and obesity 
(9.1 vs. 13.5% and 14.4%). In terms of central obesity, 
dependent users had a higher prevalence. Overweight 
was observed among 26.5% of depressed people and 
29.2% of those with anxiety signs, whereas it was 12.4 
and 13.2% for obesity status and 14.9 and 14.7% for 
the status of central obesity. People with higher 
physical activity had lower overweight, obesity and 
central obesity (Table 1). 

Predictors of abnormal BMI and WC (Table 3) 

Multiple logistic regression analysis showed that the 
odds of abnormal BMI (both overweight and 
obesity) significantly increased in women [AOR 1.5 
(95% CI: 1.3, 1.8)], advanced age [OR ranged from 
3.2 (95% CI: 2.5, 4.1) to 11.7 (95% CI: 9, 15.3) vs. 1 
for 15-24 years old as reference group], higher 
education level [AOR 1.6 (95% CI: 1.3, 2) for the 
second level and 1.8 (95% CI: 1.4, 2.3) for the third 
level) and low physical activity (AOR 1.4 (95% CI: 
1.1, 1.8)], conversely decreased significantly among 
cigarette smokers [AOR 0.4 (95% CI: 0.3, 0.6)] and 
dependent opium users [AOR 0.5 (95% CI: 0.4, 
0.7)]. These analysis for central obesity revealed that 
odds of abnormal WC significantly increased in 
women gender [AOR 4.1 (95% CI: 3.3, 5)], 
advanced age groups [AOR ranged 3.7 (95% CI: 
2.3, 6) to 15.7 (95% CI: 9.9, 24.7) vs. the first age 
group], anxious people [AOR 1.2 (95% CI: 1, 1.5)], 
while significantly decreased by the status of 
cigarette smoking [AOR 0.6 (95% CI: 0.4, 0.8)]. 

Co-morbidities (Table 4) 

On the whole, anxiety (75.5% with overweight and 
77.2% with obesity) was the most prevalent co-
morbidities in the total society, but the lowest one 
was hypertriglyceridemia (18.9% with overweight and 
24.2% with obesity). The range of prevalence of 
other co-morbidities including hypertension, 
hypercholesterolemia, and depression with 
overweight was 30-37%, and for obesity ranged 19-
39%. Similar prevalence of co-morbidities with 
inappropriate WC ranged 28.3 for 
hypertriglyceridemia to 78.0% for anxiety. 
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Table 1. The standardized prevalence of obesity (body mass index) and central obesity (waist circumference), community-based cohort study (KERCADR-1st Round, 
n = 5895) in Kerman 

Subgroups BMI P Normal WC Inappropriate WC P 
Normal Overweight Obese 

Overall 57.4 (55.7, 59.1) 29.6 (28.1, 31.1) 13 (12.0, 14.1)  85.6 (84.6, 86.6) 14.4 (13.4, 15.4)  
Sex        

Men 61.2 (59.9, 62.5) 29.5 (28.3, 30.7) 9.3 (8.6, 10.1) < 0.001 92.5 (91.8, 93.1) 7.5 (6.9, 8.2) < 0.001 
Women 53.5 (52.4, 54.5) 29.7 (28.7, 30.6) 16.9 (16.1, 17.6)  78.5 (77.7, 79.2) 21.5 (20.8, 22.3)  

Age groups (year)        
15-24 79.4 (78.2, 80.6) 14.9 (13.9, 16.0) 5.6 (5.0, 6.4) < 0.001 96.4 (95.8, 96.9) 3.6 (3.1, 4.2) < 0.001 
25-34 56.6 (55.8, 57.5) 31.8 (31.1, 32.6) 11.5 (11.0, 12.1)  88.1 (87.5, 88.7) 11.9 (11.3, 12.5)  
35-44 37.8 (37.2, 38.3) 43.5 (42.9, 44.1) 18.7 (18.2, 19.2)  79.4 (79.0, 79.9) 20.6 (20.1, 21.0)  
45-54 35.9 (35.5, 36.3) 40.1 (39.7, 40.5) 24 (23.7, 24.3)  70.4 (70.0, 70.7) 29.6 (29.3, 30.0)  
55-64 33.7 (33.5, 33.9) 43.4 (43.2, 43.6) 23 (22.8, 23.1)  68.1 (67.9, 68.2) 31.9 (31.8, 32.1)  
65-75 42.6 (42.4, 42.7) 39.8 (39.6, 40.0) 17.6 (17.5, 17.8)  69.1 (69.0, 69.3) 30.9 (30.7, 31.0)  

Education        
Illiterate 54.6 (44.0, 64.8) 40.2 (30.2, 51.2) 5.1 (3.8, 6.9) < 0.001 88.2 (79.7, 93.4) 11.8 (6.6, 20.3) < 0.001 
Primary to high school 58.0 (56.1, 59.9) 28.1 (26.4, 29.9) 13.9 (12.7, 15.3)  85.2 (83.9, 86.3) 14.8 (13.7, 16.1)  
Above high school 51.7 (48.3, 55.2) 36.5 (33.1, 39.9) 11.8 (9.8, 14.1)  86.1 (83.9, 88.1) 13.9 (11.9, 16.1)  

Current cigarette smoker        
No 55.8 (54.0, 57.5) 31.0 (29.4, 32.7) 13.3 (12.2, 14.4) 0.058 85.1 (84.0, 86.2) 14.9 (13.8, 16.0) < 0.001 
Yes 63.6 (55.9, 70.7) 19.5 (13.6, 27.0) 16.9 (10.3, 26.5)  84.6 (76.8, 90.1) 15.4 (9.9, 23.2)  

Opium addiction        
No 56.3 (54.5, 58.1) 30.2 (28.6, 31.9) 13.5 (12.3, 14.7) 0.029 85.3 (84.2, 86.4) 14.7 (13.6, 15.8) 0.590 
Occasional user 72.9 (68.4, 77.0) 18.0 (14.9, 21.6) 9.1 (6.3, 12.8)  87.1 (83.1, 90.2) 12.9 (9.8, 16.9)  
Depended user 59.2 (50.8, 67.1) 26.4 (19.9, 34.2) 14.4 (8.9, 22.3)  82.8 (74.5, 88.8) 17.2 (11.2, 25.5)  

Depression        
No 55.9 (53.8, 57.9) 30.9 (29.1, 32.9) 13.1 (11.9, 14.5) 0.064 85.8 (84.6, 87.0) 14.2 (13.0, 15.4) < 0.001 
Yes 61.1 (58.2, 64.0) 26.5 (24.0, 29.2) 12.4 (10.6, 14.4)  85.1 (83.1, 86.8) 14.9 (13.2, 16.9)  

Anxiety        
No 56.3 (52.6, 60.0) 31.3 (28.0, 34.8) 12.4 (10.2, 15.0) 0.180 86.2 (83.5, 88.5) 13.8 (11.5, 16.5) 0.001 
Yes 57.7 (55.7, 59.6) 29.2 (27.4, 30.9) 13.2 (12.0, 14.5)  85.3 (84.1, 86.4) 14.7 (13.6, 15.9)  

Physical activity        
Low 53.9 (51.1, 56.8) 31.0 (28.5, 33.7) 15.0 (13.2, 17.1) < 0.001 84.0 (82.3, 85.6) 16.0 (14.4, 17.7) < 0.001 
Moderate 58.3 (55.8, 60.8) 30.0 (27.8, 32.4) 11.6 (10.2, 13.2)  86.7 (85.3, 87.9) 13.3 (12.1, 14.7)  
High 62.2 (56.9, 67.3) 26.5 (22.2, 31.3) 11.2 (8.0, 15.5)  88.8 (84.9, 91.7) 11.2 (8.3, 15.1)  

Numbers are reported as % and [95% CI (confidence interval)]; Normal: BMI < 25, Overweight: 25 ≤ BMI < 30, and Obese: BMI ≥ 30. Central obesity was defined as > 88 cm for 
women and > 102 cm for men. KERCADR: Kerman coronary artery diseases risk factors; BMI: Body mass index; WC: Waist circumference 



 

 

 
 

www.mui.ac.ir 15 January 

 Overweight & obesity in an Iranian population 

  22    ARYA Atheroscler 2016; Volume 12; Issue 1 

Table 2. The mean body mass index and waist circumference according to sex and age groups, community-based 
cohort study (KERCADR-1st Round, n = 5895) in Kerman 
Subgroups Mean BMI Mean WC 
Overall 25.8 (25.7, 26.0) 85.5 (85.1, 85.9) 
Sex   

Men 24.8 (24.6, 25.0) 87.4 (86.8, 87.9) 
Women 26.7 (26.5, 26.9) 83.9 (83.4, 84.4) 

Age groups (year)   
15-24 22.0 (21.6, 22.4) 73.7 (72.8, 74.6) 
25-34 24.7 (24.3, 25.0) 81.0 (80.1, 82.0) 
35-44 26.6 (26.3, 27.0) 85.7 (84.9, 86.5) 
45-54 27.3 (27.0, 27.6) 88.5 (87.7, 89.2) 
55-64 26.9 (26.6, 27.2) 90.7 (89.9, 91.5) 
65-75 25.9 (25.5, 26.3) 89.9 (88.8, 91.0) 

BMI: Body mass index; WC: Waist circumference; KERCADR: Kerman coronary artery diseases risk factors 
 
Table 3. Crude and adjusted odds ratio for different associated factors of obesity and central obesity, community-based 
cohort study (KERCADR-1st Round, n = 5895) in Kerman 

Subgroups 
Overweight and obesity Adjusted 

P 
Central obesity Adjusted 

P Crude OR AOR Crude OR AOR 

Sex       
Men 1 -  1 -  
Women 1.9 (1.7, 2.1) 1.5 (1.3, 1.8) < 0.001 4.6 (3.8, 5.4) 4.1 (3.3, 5.0) < 0.001 

Age groups (year)       
15-24 1 -  1 -  
25-34 3.0 (2.3, 3.8) 3.2 (2.5, 4.1) < 0.001 3.6 (2.3, 5.7) 3.7 (2.3, 6.0) < 0.001 
35-44 6.9 (5.4, 8.8) 7.9 (6.1, 10.2) < 0.001 7.6 (4.9, 11.8) 7.6 (4.8, 12.0) < 0.001 
45-54 7.7 (6.0, 9.8) 10.1 (7.8, 13) < 0.001 12.8 (8.3, 19.7) 13.9 (8.9, 21.7) < 0.001 
55-64 7.8 (6.1, 10.1) 11.7 (9.0, 15.3) < 0.001 12.7 (8.2, 19.6) 15.7 (9.9, 24.7) < 0.001 
65-75 5.1 (3.8, 6.7) 7.9 (5.8, 10.7) < 0.001 10.8 (6.8, 17.1) 14.4 (8.8, 23.5) < 0.001 

Education       
Illiterate 1 -  1 -  
Primary to high 

school 
1 (0.9, 1.2) 1.6 (1.3, 2.0) < 0.001 0.5 (0.4, 0.6) 1.0 (0.8, 1.3) 0.990 

Above high school 1 (0.8, 1.2) 1.8 (1.4, 2.3) < 0.001 0.4 (0.3, 0.5) 1.0 (0.7, 1.4) 0.980 
Current cigarette smoker       

No 1 -  1 -  
Yes 0.4 (0.4, 0.5) 0.4 (0.3, 0.6) < 0.001 0.3 (0.2, 0.4) 0.6 (0.4, 0.8) 0.004 

Opium addiction       
No 1 -  1 -  
Occasional user 0.9 (0.7, 1.2) 0.9 (0.7, 1.2) 0.390 0.7 (0.5, 0.9) 1.0 (0.7, 1.4) 0.880 
Depended user 0.5 (0.4, 0.6) 0.5 (0.4, 0.7) < 0.001 0.6 (0.4, 0.8) 0.7 (0.5, 1.0) 0.058 

Depression       
No 1 -  1 -  
Yes 1.1 (0.9, 1.2) 0.9 (0.8, 1.1) 0.290 1.7 (1.4, 1.9) 1.0 (0.9, 1.3) 0.560 

Anxiety       
No 1 -  1 -  
Yes 1.1 (0.9, 1.2) 1.0 (0.9, 1.2) 0.630 1.7 (1.4, 2.0) 1.2 (1.0, 1.5) 0.091 

Physical activity       
High 1 -  1 -  
Moderate 1.8 (1.4, 2.2) 1.1 (0.9, 1.5) 0.270 2.5 (1.8, 3.4) 1.2 (0.8, 1.7) 0.420 
Low 2 (1.6, 2.5) 1.4 (1.1, 1.8) 0.006 2.8 (2.0, 3.9) 1.4 (1.01, 2.1) 0.073 

OR: Odds ratio; AOR: Adjusted odds ratio; KERCADR: Kerman coronary artery diseases risk factors 
Numbers are reported as OR and [95% CI (confidence interval)] 
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Sex, age, physical inactivity on obesity 

Overweight and obesity among male subjects were 
slightly higher before the age of 25 years, but it became 
similar in the age group of 25-29 for both sexes. From 
this age point, the differences between males and 
females became more evident so that the prevalence 
of obesity among women grew higher than men. 
The prevalence trend was constantly upward in 
both sexes until the age of 59 years. The trend 
decreased in both sexes after thus age, while it was 
still more prevalent among women. However, the 
pattern of physical inactivity prevalence was 
different, because the prevalence among females 
was higher in the first age groups; afterward it 
became similar with a stable trend, although it was 
partially greater among men. After the age of 59 
years, by decreasing trend of overweight and obesity 

in both sexes, the prevalence of physical inactivity 
among females increased and among males 
decreased (Figure 1). 

The prevalence of central obesity among females 
was remarkably higher in all age groups. There was 
an increasing pattern of central obesity prevalence 
among females and it started to become rising from 
the age group of 25 years old (around 15.0%) and 
with an upward trend reached to its highest 
prevalence in the last age group; 70-74 years old 
(around 60.0%), but there was a stabilized trend for 
male subjects ranged from 3.2 to 15.4%. while the 
prevalence of physical inactivity from the first age 
groups by 49 years old was greater than central 
obesity prevalence. Since 49 years old, the prevalence 
of central obesity and physical inactivity with a 
similar trend simultaneously increased (Figure 2). 

 
Table 4. The prevalence of different co-morbidities with obesity and central obesity, community-based cohort study 
(KERCADR-1st Round, n = 5895) in Kerman 

Co-morbidities 
BMI 

Normal WC* Inappropriate 
WC Normal Overweight Obese 

DM 7.0 (6.0, 8.2) 10.2 (9.0, 11.7) 11.6 (9.4, 14.1) 7.7 (7.0, 8.6) 12.8 (10.0, 16.3) 
BP 22.6 (19.9, 25.6) 37.4 (31.6, 43.6) 19.7 (18.5, 20.9) 16.5 (15.4, 17.7) 40.9 (32.8, 49.6) 
Hypercholesterolemia 23.9 (22.1, 25.8) 37.2 (33.7, 40.8) 39.4 (33.3, 46.0) 28.1 (26.5, 29.6) 33.8 (28.4, 39.7) 
Hypertriglyceridemia 9.4 (8.1, 10.8) 18.9 (16.3, 21.7) 24.2 (19.0, 30.2) 12.5 (11.4, 13.6) 28.3 (20.8, 37.2) 
Depression 36.2 (33.9, 38.6) 30.5 (27.1, 34.0) 32.2 (26.3, 38.7) 34.3 (32.5, 36.3) 35.6 (27.3, 44.8) 
Anxiety 77.4 (75.3, 79.4) 75.5 (71.8, 78.9) 77.2 (70.8, 82.6) 76.8 (75.1, 78.5) 78.0 (70.6, 83.9) 
Numbers are reported as % and [95% CI (confidence interval)], Normal: BMI < 25 kg/m2, Overweight: BMI 25-29.9 kg/m2, Obese: 
BMI ≥ 30 kg/m2. *Normal WC: WC < 88 cm for women and 102 cm for men; Inappropriate WC: WC > 88 cm for women and  
102 cm for men.  
BMI: Body mass index; WC: Waist circumference; DM: Diabetes mellitus; BP: Blood pressure; KERCADR: Kerman coronary 
artery diseases risk factors 
 

 
Figure 1. Prevalence of obesity (body mass index) and low physical activity by age group and sex in Kerman, 2009-2011 
community-based cohort study [KERCADR (Kerman coronary artery diseases risk factors)-1st Round, n = 5895] 
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Figure 2. Prevalence of central obesity (waist circumference) and low physical activity by age group and sex in 
Kerman, 2009-2011 community-based cohort study [KERCADR (Kerman coronary artery diseases risk factors)-1st 
Round, n = 5895] 
WC: Waist circumference 

 
 

Discussion 

Our data showed that prevalence of overweight and 
obesity was 43.0%, and central obesity was around 
15.0%. In addition, several demographic, social and 
lifestyle factors including gender, age, anxiety, 
physical inactivity and cigarette smoking and opium 
use were associated positively or negatively with 
obesity. In a recent systematic review, it has been 
shown that prevalence of overweight in sub-
national studies among adults ranged 12.8-76.4% 
and obesity ranged 2.4-35.4%, while for the national 
studies it was from 27.0 to 38.5% for overweight 
and from 12.6 to 25.9% for obesity prevalence.12  

We could show a notable association between 
the two baseline variables of female gender and 
advanced age and occurring overweight and obesity. 
The authors believe that the main reasons for a 
higher rate of obesity in these baseline subgroups 
include improper lifestyle such as unhealthy dietary 
habit, and tend to inactivity style. Interestingly, the 
patterning of obesity worldwide is gendered and has 
been showed to be greater in women compared 
with men.19 As of 2008 the WHO estimates that at 
least 500 million adults (< 10%) are obese, with 
higher rates among women than men.20 Most of the 
studies in Iran have shown the greater prevalence of 

overweight and obesity among women,21-23 which 
physical inactivity can be introduced as one the 
main reason of this discrepancy between men and 
women.24  

The rate of obesity also increases with age at 
least up to 50 or 60 years old.20 According to a 
report published, 26.0% of women and 19.0% of 
men were classed as inactive and 46.0% of men and 
37.0% of women reported walking of at least 
moderate intensity for 10 minutes or more on at least 
1 day in the last 4 weeks. In this regard and to link 
dietary habit to the cause of increasing trend of 
obesity, it can be noted that different contextual 
factors drive gender differences in food consumption 
in our society so men often report consuming 
healthier foods, while women consume more fat-rich 
foods and fast foods than men.25  

Similar reports to our results have been also in 
previous studies on Iranian population. In a study 
by Janghorbani et al.,26 the age-adjusted prevalence 
of overweight or obesity was 42.8% in men and 
57.0% in women; 11.1% of men and 25.2% of 
women were obese while 6.3% of men and 5.2% of 
women were underweight. In this regard, advanced 
age, low physical activity, low educational 
attainment, marriage, and residence in urban areas 
were strongly associated with obesity. In another 
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study by Bahrami et al.27 The age-adjusted prevalence 
rates of overweight and obesity in this Iranian 
population were 62.2 and 28.0%, respectively. Both 
overweight and obesity were a more common in 
women than men. Ghadiri-Anari et al.28 also found 
that in both genders, the rate of obesity and 
overweight raised by increasing of age up to 50 years 
old. Overall, the prevalence of obesity was higher in 
women compared with men in all ages. In total, an 
unhealthy diet and sedentary lifestyles are concerns 
for all adults especially for women. 

Our study could clearly show a direct link 
between obesity and lower educational level. In this 
regard, those men and women with less than a 
college degree were more likely to be obese than 
those with a lower educational degree. It may be 
well explained by this fact that those with higher 
socioeconomic level have more appropriate lifestyle 
regarding daily activities, and dietary behaviors as 
well as less tending to smoking and drinking 
behaviors. In fact, higher educational level keys to 
better health. Cutler found that those with more 
years of schooling are less likely to smoke, drink a 
lot, to be overweight or obese or to use illegal 
drugs. Similarly, the better educated are more likely 
to exercise.29 A review by Grossman and Kaestner 
concluded that years of formal schooling is the 
most important correlate of good health.30 

A cross-sectional estimate from a study of twins 
conducted by Webbink et al.31 also confirms the 
negative relationship between education and the 
probability of being overweight. Similar 
observations could be found in Iranian reports. In a 
study by Veghari et al.,32 the prevalence of obesity 
was seen in 24.0% of subjects and significantly was 
seen in 3.1 and 14.1% of uneducated people more 
than in 1-9 years schooling and in high school or 
college-educated people, respectively with a 
significant difference. After adjusted for location 
area, gender, age, and economic stats, the risk of 
obesity was 2.044 in uneducated people compared 
to high school or college-educated subjects. 
Moreover, in another study carried out by Veghari 
et al.33 an inverse association between educational 
level and prevalence of central obesity was revealed; 
50.1% for uneducated people, 35.1% for individuals 
with 1-9 years of schooling and 19.0% for those 
educated higher than high school. In addition, 
compared with educated participants, OR of having 
an abnormal central obesity among uneducated 
people was 4.214 and among individuals with 1-9 
years of schooling was 2.2. Overall, education can 
play a role in tackling overweight and obesity due to 

its strong link to better lifestyle and nutritional habits. 
Similar to previous reports, both overweight and 

obesity are less frequent in smokers than in non-
smokers. Smoking has a significant effect on an 
individual’s weight. Those who quit smoking gain 
an average of 4.4 kg for men and 5.0 kg for women 
over 10 years.34 Nicotine acutely increases energy 
expenditure35 and could reduce appetite, which 
likely explains why smokers tend to have lower 
body weight than do nonsmokers and why smoking 
cessation is frequently followed by weight gain.35,36 
Similarly, in our survey, opium use led to decreasing 
body weight. In some experimental studies, the use 
of opioids such as morphine lower food intake.37 
This association can be mediated by activation of 
some opioid receptors affecting overeating.38 

Overall, overweight and obesity are major public 
problems in Iran with a significant heterogeneity 
between the genders (more in women than in men), 
age subgroups (more in the elderly than in the 
younger), education levels (more in lower education 
levels), and smoking habit (less in smokers and 
opium users). In this regard, the effect of each of 
these baseline parameters can be mediated by 
poorer lifestyle and nutritional behaviors. 

Acknowledgments 

This study was part of the KERCADRs study 
approved by the Physiology Research Center and 
research deputy of Kerman University of Medical 
Sciences. The authors would like to thank all 
subjects who participated in this study and all 
interviewers and colleagues who helped us to collect 
the data. 

Conflict of Interests 

Authors have no conflict of interests. 

References 

1. Jones-Smith JC, Gordon-Larsen P, Siddiqi A, 
Popkin BM. Is the burden of overweight shifting to 
the poor across the globe? Time trends among 
women in 39 low- and middle-income countries 
(1991–2008). International Journal of Obesity 
2012; 36: 1114-20. 

2. Jones-Smith JC, Gordon-Larsen P, Siddiqi A, 
Popkin BM. Cross-national comparisons of time 
trends in overweight inequality by socioeconomic 
status among women using repeated cross-sectional 
surveys from 37 developing countries, 1989-2007. 
Am J Epidemiol 2011; 173(6): 667-75. 

3. Erem C, Arslan C, Hacihasanoglu A, Deger O, 
Topbas M, Ukinc K, et al. Prevalence of obesity 



 

 
 

www.mui.ac.ir 15 January 

 Overweight & obesity in an Iranian population 

  26    ARYA Atheroscler 2016; Volume 12; Issue 1 

and associated risk factors in a Turkish population 
(Trabzon city, Turkey). Obes Res 2004; 12(7): 
1117-27. 

4. Popkin BM. Global nutrition dynamics: the world 
is shifting rapidly toward a diet linked with 
noncommunicable diseases. Am J Clin Nutr 2006; 
84(2): 289-98. 

5. Shi XD, He SM, Tao YC, Wang CY, Jiang YF, 
Feng XW, et al. Prevalence of obesity and 
associated risk factors in Northeastern China. 
Diabetes Res Clin Pract 2011; 91(3): 389-94. 

6. Al-Saif MA, Hakim IA, Harris RB, Al-Duwaihy M, 
Al-Rubeaan K, Al-Nuaim AR, et al. Prevalence and 
risk factors of obesity and overweight in adult 
Saudi population. Nutrition Research 2002; 22(11): 
1243-52. 

7. Maddah M. The factors associated with adult 
obesity in Iran: A review. Iran J Nutr Sci Food 
Technol 2012; 7(1): 119-27. [In Persian]. 

8. Mohammadpour-Ahranjani B, Pallan MJ, Rashidi 
A, Adab P. Contributors to childhood obesity in 
Iran: the views of parents and school staff. Public 
Health 2014; 128(1): 83-90. 

9. Esteghamati A, Khalilzadeh O, Mohammad K, 
Meysamie A, Rashidi A, Kamgar M, et al. Secular 
trends of obesity in Iran between 1999 and 2007: 
National surveys of risk factors of non-
communicable diseases. Metab Syndr Relat Disord 
2010; 8(3): 209-13. 

10. Hajian-Tilaki KO, Heidari B. Prevalence of obesity, 
central obesity and the associated factors in urban 
population aged 20-70 years, in the north of Iran: a 
population-based study and regression approach. 
Obes Rev 2007; 8(1): 3-10. 

11. Gharipour M, kelishadi R, Baghaie AM, Boshtam 
M, Rabeie K. Prevalence of metabolic syndrome in 
an Iranian adult population. ARYA Atheroscler 
2005; 1(3): 188-92. 

12. Jafari-Adli S, Jouyandeh Z, Qorbani M, Soroush A, 
Larijani B, Hasani-Ranjbar S. Prevalence of obesity 
and overweight in adults and children in Iran: A 
systematic review. J Diabetes Metab Disord 2014; 
13(1): 121. 

13. Najafipour H, Mirzazadeh A, Haghdoost A, 
Shadkam M, Afshari M, Moazenzadeh M, et al. 
Coronary artery disease risk factors in an urban and 
peri-urban setting, Kerman, southeastern Iran 
(KERCADR Study): Methodology and preliminary 
report. Iran J Public Health 2012; 41(9): 86-92. 

14. World Health Organization. Global Physical 
Activity Questionnaire (GPAQ). Geneva, 
Switzerland: World Health Organization; 2013. 

15. Khaodhiar L, Blackburn G. Obesity assessment. 
Am Heart J 2001; 142(6): 1095-101. 

16. World Health Organization. BMI classification 
[Online]. [cited 2006]; Available from: URL: 
http://apps.who.int/bmi/index.jsp?introPage=intro_

3.html 
17. Naing NN. Easy way to learn standardization: 

Direct and indirect methods. Malays J Med Sci 
2000; 7(1): 10-5. 

18. Introduction to Survey Data Analysis. Statistical 
computing seminars [Online]. [cited 2015]; 
Available from: URL:  
http://www.ats.ucla.edu/stat/seminars/svy_intro/ 

19. Garawi F, Devries K, Thorogood N, Uauy R. 
Global differences between women and men in the 
prevalence of obesity: is there an association with 
gender inequality? Eur J Clin Nutr 2014; 68(10): 
1101-6. 

20. World Health Organization. Obesity and overweight 
[Online]. [cited 2009]; Available from: URL: 
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs311/en/ 

21. Hosseinpanah F, Barzin M, Eskandary PS, 
Mirmiran P, Azizi F. Trends of obesity and 
abdominal obesity in Tehranian adults: A cohort 
study. BMC Public Health 2009; 9: 426. 

22. Alikhani S, Delavari A, Alaedini F, Kelishadi R, 
Rohbani S, Safaei A. A province-based surveillance 
system for the risk factors of non-communicable 
diseases: A prototype for integration of risk factor 
surveillance into primary healthcare systems of 
developing countries. Public Health 2009; 123(5): 
358-64. 

23. Kelishadi R, Alikhani S, Delavari A, Alaedini F, 
Safaie A, Hojatzadeh E. Obesity and associated 
lifestyle behaviours in Iran: findings from the First 
National Non-communicable Disease Risk Factor 
Surveillance Survey. Public Health Nutr 2008; 
11(3): 246-51. 

24. Talaei M, Rabiei K, Talaei Z, Amiri N, Zolfaghari 
B, Kabiri P, et al. Physical activity, sex, and 
socioeconomic status: A population based study. 
ARYA Atheroscler 2013; 9(1): 51-60. 

25. Lifestyles Statistics Team HaSCIC. Statistics on 
obesity, physical activity and diet [Online]. [cited 
2015 Mar 3]; Available from: URL:  
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB16988/obes
-phys-acti-diet-eng-2015-qual.pdf 

26. Janghorbani M, Amini M, Willett WC, Mehdi GM, 
Delavari A, Alikhani S, et al. First nationwide 
survey of prevalence of overweight, underweight, 
and abdominal obesity in Iranian adults. Obesity 
(Silver Spring) 2007; 15(11): 2797-808. 

27. Bahrami H, Sadatsafavi M, Pourshams A, 
Kamangar F, Nouraei M, Semnani S, et al. Obesity 
and hypertension in an Iranian cohort study; Iranian 
women experience higher rates of obesity and 
hypertension than American women. BMC Public 
Health 2006; 6: 158. 

28. Ghadiri-Anari A, Jafarizadah M, Zare A, 
Mozaffari-Khosravi H, Afkhami-Ardekani M, 
Shojaoddiny-Ardekani A. Prevalence of obesity 
and overweight among adults in Iranian population 



 

 
 

www.mui.ac.ir 15 January 

 Najafipour, et al. 

 ARYA Atheroscler 2016; Volume 12; Issue 1    27 

(Yazd Province). Iran J Diabetes Obes 2013; 5(2): 
67-70. 

29. Cutler D, Lleras-Muney A. Education and health: 
evaluating theories and evidence [Online]. [cited 
2006]; Available from: URL:  
http://www.nber.org/papers/w12352 

30. Grossman M, Kaestner R. Effects of education on 
health. In: Behrman J, Stacey N, Editors. The social 
benefits of education. Ann Arbor, MI: University of 
Michigan Press; 1997. p. 123. 

31. Webbink D, Martin NG, Visscher PM. Does 
education reduce the probability of being 
overweight? J Health Econ 2010; 29(1): 29-38. 

32. Veghari G, Sedaghat M, Maghsodlo S, Banihashem 
S, Moharloei P, Angizeh A, et al. Influence of 
education in the prevalence of obesity in Iranian 
northern adults. Journal of Cardiovascular Disease 
Research 2013; 4(1): 30-3. 

33. Veghari G, Sedaghat M, Maghsodlo S, Maghsodlo 
S, Banihashem S, Moharloei P, et al. The 
correlation between educational levels and central 
obesity in the north of Iran: An epidemiologic 
study. ARYA Atheroscler 2013; 9(4): 217-22. 

34. Chiolero A, Faeh D, Paccaud F, Cornuz J. 
Consequences of smoking for body weight, body 

fat distribution, and insulin resistance. Am J Clin 
Nutr 2008; 87(4): 801-9. 

35. Hofstetter A, Schutz Y, Jequier E, Wahren J. 
Increased 24-hour energy expenditure in cigarette 
smokers. N Engl J Med 1986; 314(2): 79-82. 

36. Williamson DF, Madans J, Anda RF, Kleinman JC, 
Giovino GA, Byers T. Smoking cessation and 
severity of weight gain in a national cohort. N Engl 
J Med 1991; 324: 739-45. 

37. Ward KD, Klesges RC, van der Weg MW. Cessation 
of smoking and body weight. In: Björntorp P, Editor. 
International textbook of obesity. Hoboken, NJ: John 
Wiley & Sons; 2001. p. 323-6. 

38. Shimomura Y, Oku J, Glick Z, Bray GA. Opiate 
receptors, food intake and obesity. Physiol Behav 
1982; 28(3): 441-5. 

 
 

How to cite this article: Najafipour H, Yousefzadeh 
Gh, Forood A, Karamouzian M, Shadkam M, 
Mirzazadeh A. Overweight and obesity prevalence 
and its predictors in a general population: A 
community-based study in Kerman, Iran (Kerman 
coronary artery diseases risk factors studies). 
ARYA Atheroscler 2016; 12(1): 18-27. 
 


